CHAPTEE II.
THE CRITICS: AND THE MATERIALISTIC REACTION.
OF all the criticisms and negations which in the middle of the nineteenth century and even somewhat later were directed against the older Vitalism, there are only two which are good, only two which do not content themselves with mere verbalism. These two, however, are first rate, and they emanate respectively from Lotze and from Claude Bernard. But it is curious to observe how, in spite of all criticism and negation, both thinkers were forced by the sheer weight of facts to admit the truth of much in the vitalistic theories.
Their objections are indeed in the last resort criticisms, and not actually refutations ; and what claimed to be a complete refutation bore, as we have already asserted, and shall now proceed to prove, the most manifest superficiality.
The fact that in spite of their real import both these critiques were, owing to the materialistic and sensational tendency of the time, interpreted entirely amiss and in a manner contrary to the intentions of their originators as absolute